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Act of Worship

“Homes & Families”

Foundation / Key Stage 1
[image: image2.png]


                           Focal Point: Candle

                                           
     Bible (open at Psalm 63)
                                                Lego house (or other)
                                                Baby doll

                                                Pictures of mother and baby / birds and chicks  

                                                different types of homes and families /etc.  

                                                (Could be projected).

Leader: Welcome to our celebration about our topic - “Homes and Families”.

              Let‘s begin today by singing “All Kinds of Homes” Rejoice 1 (11)

Several children come forward to show paintings of their homes and describe them to the others.

 Leader: As we heard in our opening hymn, and saw in the wonderful paintings, many of 

               us live in different types of homes, and we will see that many different kinds of 

               people can also make up our families. 

Illustrations from “Church’s Story” I&2, showing the diversity of families, can be displayed, or children can show paintings /drawings of their families. The paintings can then be displayed around the focus table.

Leader: Think about which of those families was most like your family. Were there the  

              same amount of people? Did they look, or behave like some of the people in your 

              family? Who gave us our family?

Leader: We all belong to the family into which we were born – but we are lucky, because 

              we also belong to more than one family.

Display illustrations from “Church’s Story” (or school and parish photographs) showing us as members of our school and Church families.

Leader: When we are part of a family we have a special feeling of belonging. 

              We know that we are loved and cared for by the other people in our different 

              families. But who was it who loved us so much that they gave us these families?  

              Let’s listen and find out.

Reader: This is a reading from the Book of Psalms – which is a collection of prayer songs, 

               which were written  down a very long time ago. This psalm is a prayer of thanks  

               to God, showing appreciation for some of the things in God’s world which we 

               have reason to be grateful for, and reminding us of how good it feels to be loved.
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                              (Based on Psalm 63: 6 – 9)

                              I feel safe, so very safe, when I think of you, my God.

                              Snuggled up in bed, even when it’s dark outside, I feel safe.

                              Your love for me is strong.
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You care for me like a mother bird cares for her baby chicks.      

I know you are always there for me.

You always listen to me.

You comfort me when I am sad.

You help me to be strong when things are very hard.
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                        Leader: Let’s think about how we felt when we heard those words about  

                                      the love God has for every one of us…. How warm and cosy …. 

                                      How comforting it is to feel that God’s arms are always there to hug us, and protect us. How can we always remind ourselves of that fact? 

Let’s wrap our own arms around ourselves, and hug ourselves, the way that God does always, although we cannot see it. Let’s enjoy that feeling of always being loved – no matter who we are, or what we might do. Because everyone is in God’s family, and he loves all of us…. always.   

Leader: Now let’s all thank God for his love and kindness to us all, which he shows in so 

              many different ways.

The words of the prayer (or response) could be shown on a screen, along with suitable pictures.
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Reader: The response is “Father, we thank you”.

Reader: For each new morning with its light…. Father, we thank you.

Reader: For rest and shelter of the night…..      Father we thank you.

Reader: For health and food, and love of family…… Father we thank you.

Reader: For everything your goodness sends …….. Father we thank you.

Leader: Now, let’s say a silent prayer to God thanking him for something, or someone, 

              that we especially value in his world. 


                   Leader: Let’s try to remember to hug ourselves and remember how much God 

                                 loves us, whenever we feel that we are on our own, or that we have 

                                 been forgotten – because God is always there for us – and we should 

                                 never forget it.

Final hymn: “The Whole World in His Hands (Arms)” (or similar). 


Act of Worship
“Homes and Families”

Key Stage 2

                       Focal point: Candles (one per class)

                                            Bible (open at Luke 15: 11 – 32)

                                           “Bricks” - with names of attributes / values needed to make a 

                                            happy home written upon them.

                                            (These could be 2 or 3 dimensional)
                                            A 2-D or 3-D “house” (could be a playhouse or be made from a 

                                            large box, or drawn on a large scale).
             (The house could also be produced on an IWB with the words on “flash card” bricks)

Leader: Welcome to our celebration of our topic “Homes and Families”. Let’s begin with 

              our opening hymn “Make A Home" - Rejoice 2 (10).

(As they are sung, the words from the hymn could be displayed on the walls of the house, i.e. “Love”, “Laughter”, “Caring”, “Friendship”, “Peace” and a candle from each class placed in front of the house).

Leader: As you can see, on our house we have put some of the values that help to turn 

              that house into a proper home, where a family could live happily. Now 

              let’s see what other attributes would help to hold that home and family together.

(Children come forward with “word bricks” to place on the walls of the house, or they are revealed on the IWT).

Leader: Without any of these values there would be gaps in the relationships, and in the  

              happiness of the lives within that home. Without a considerable number of them, 

              the relationships within the family, and the home life, would be in danger of 

              collapsing. or returning to the state where it is a house and not a home. 

Leader: What keeps all these values together, like mortar holding bricks in place, are the 

              key values of “Love” and “Forgiveness”.

Reader: We all know that we belong to several families, including the one, which we are 

               born into, as well as God’s family, to which we all belong.

Reader: We are told many times in the Bible, that God sets all families an example, by 

              loving us always, and will forgive the wrong things that we do – no matter how 

              often we do them.

Reader: Jesus himself tried many times to impress upon us just how important “Love” and 

              “Forgiveness” were, if we are to be among his followers. One of the most powerful 

              ways that he tried to explain this was through the parable of the “Prodigal Son”.


                            Reader: A reading based on the Gospel of St. Luke 15: 11 - 32 

                              (This can be read from the text in “Here I Am “(4) P361 – or could be                

                               dramatised by a small group of children.)

 Reader: The Gospel of the Lord.
         All: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

                      Leader: It is hard for us, as humans, not to sympathise in some way with                                 

                                    the elder brother’s feelings of jealousy and resentment, but Jesus  

                                    was portraying the father as being like God in the extent of his  

                                    ability to love and forgive, to give us some idea of just how forgiving  

                                    God can be. 

Now, pause for a moment, and think quietly about a time when you did not forgive someone in your family for having hurt or offended you. What was your reaction? What problems did it cause? How could you have behaved in the forgiving way that God wants us to do? In your heart say “Sorry” to God, and promise that you will try to stop and think about the best way to behave in the future. 

Reader: St Paul, in his fourth letter to the Ephesians, told his followers how God wanted 

              them, and still wants us, to live, as loving members of his family.

              We will use these ideals as we pray to God and ask him for his continuing help, to  

              live as loving and forgiving members of his family, in our homes and elsewhere. 

The response is: “Help me to be like you, Lord”.

Reader: In showing kindness and gentleness always. Help me to be like you, Lord.
Reader: In being patient and tolerant.                          Help me to be like you, Lord.

Reader: In being honest and truthful in my                   Help me to be like you, Lord.

              dealings with others
Reader: In speaking kindly, and without words             Help me to be like you, Lord.
               of gossip or insult.

Reader: In lacking bitterness and envy.                        Help me to be like you, Lord.

Reader: In being slow to anger and quick                     Help me to be like you, Lord.

              to forgive.  


                   Leader: Before we go, let’s sing our final hymn, and take its ideals with us,                  

                                 in our hearts as we leave, along with our promise to try to live in 

                                 God’s spirit of love and forgiveness in each, and all, of our families.   

Final hymn: “All Are Welcome” (“Let us build a house”) – Marty Haugen - Laudate - 458       
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