BEFORE YOU BEGIN


HOMES AND FAMILIES

Life (( Creation

Where do I come from?

Family (( Domestic Church

Curriculum Directory : ‘Church’

Introduction

In this term the children will meet God as the Creator who calls and holds each one in being.  God the Creator is the Giver of life and all gifts and is the source of all relationships.  The children will discover that they too are co-creators and that God is to be found in all life, in all gifts and in all relationships.  This term the theme Family (( Domestic Church is used to introduce the children to the Domestic Church – the family. It reflects the importance the Church places on the family’s role in helping each child to know herself or himself as uniquely created and loved by God. This theme is explored through the topic, ‘Homes and Families’. It is a sensitive topic as the experience of ‘family’ is much more varied than in preceding generations. Home and family in this topic are taken to mean the basic social unit: where you live and the people with whom you live.  Whatever the experience of a child, ‘family’ still remains the first place for growth and development. 

Search

What does the word ‘home’ mean to you?

What people do you associate with the word ‘family’?

[Pause for reflection and sharing]

Revelation

For Christians, the pattern and ideal of family life is found in the Scriptures.  God is the loving parent of the human family and Jesus was born and lived in a human family.It is important to acknowledge and respect the real experience of many children and adults.

A reading from St Paul’s letter to the Colossians

As God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, meekness and patience.  Bear with one another and, if anyone has a complaint against another, forgive each other; just as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive.  Above all, clothe yourselves with love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony.  And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in the one body.     (Colossians 3: 12-15)

The word of the Lord

R:Thanks be to God

In your daily life, how can you be ‘clothed with compassion’ or with love?

In practical terms, how can this be expressed?

 [Pause for reflection and sharing]

Response

Into the Classroom

What message about the family of the school is put across in the life of the school?

How does our school ensure that when it welcomes a child it welcomes the child’s family? 

What are your ideas for a central focal display for the whole school (hall, entrance area etc)?

[A time to share ideas with one another]
Invitation to Prayer and reflection

‘Becoming a disciple of Jesus means accepting the invitation to belong to God’s family, to live in conformity with His way of life: “For whoever does the will of my Father in heaven is my brother, and sister, and mother”.’

Let us pray together

All-loving God, be with me as I express my discipleship, as I draw others to you through my witness and example.  May we all be part of the one family of God and may no-one be excluded by my thoughts, words or deeds.

Through Christ our Lord, Amen.
