BEFORE YOU BEGIN




VISITORS

Life (( Creation

Where do I come from?
Loving (( Advent / Christmas

Curriculum Directory : Life in Christ

Introduction

Nowhere is the love of God shown more fully than in the birth of God’s Son – the Word made flesh. For the children and for adults the celebration of the birth of Jesus is the feast of God’s love. The third theme this term, Loving <-> Advent / Christmas uses the topic ‘Visitors’ to help the children to learn about how the Church looks forward through Advent to the coming of Christ who ‘visits us like the dawn from on high’. The children will also learn how every birth is a sign of God’s love and every visit and visitor is an opportunity to meet and greet the God who comes.

Search

Visitors come as invited or welcome guests or sometimes as unwelcome intruders. Generally, we take time and care to prepare for visitors. When we are visitors ourselves, we expect to feel welcomed.

How is the life of the whole household affected by a visit?

Of all the visitors you have had in the last year, which anticipated visit filled you with joy and excitement? Why?

[Pause for reflection and sharing]

Revelation

For Christians, this topic emphasises the coming of God, in the person of Jesus, 2,000 years ago at Bethlehem.  He was not a passing visitor, but One who comes to dwell among us, the Word made flesh.  Advent, then, does not merely reflect on past events.  Its theme of joyful expectation is an encouragement to take steps to recognise the coming of God into the world today, and to believe that in the future this same God will come again in glory.

St. John said:

The true light that enlightens every one was coming into the world.  He was in the world, and the world was made through him, yet the world knew him not.  He came to his own home, and his own people received him not.  But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God.

(John 1: 9-12)

St. Luke says:

In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill country where she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting the child leapt in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit and exclaimed with a loud cry “Blessed are you among women and blessed is the fruit of your womb. And why has this happened to me that the mother of my Lord comes to me? For as soon as I heard the sound of your greeting, the child in my womb leapt for joy. And blessed is she who believes there would be a fulfilment of what was spoken to her by the Lord.”

In what ways do you recognise Jesus as being among us today?

How do you acknowledge and celebrate the presence of Jesus?

[Pause for reflection and sharing]

Response

Into the Classroom

In what ways do you welcome visitors to your class and school?

How does Jesus come ‘in the flesh’ of the daily events of school?

How do you help the children to recognise that God’s presence can be experienced in the ordinary, everyday events of life?

What ideas do you have for a central focal display for the whole school (hall, entrance area etc).

[A time to share ideas with one another]

For prayer and reflection

Let us pray together:

Lord Jesus Christ, you came to a stable when men looked in a palace;

You were born in poverty when we might have anticipated riches;

King of all the earth you were content to visit one nation.

From beginning to end you upturned our human values and held us in suspense.

Come to us, Lord Jesus.

Do not let us take you for granted or pretend that we ever fully understand you.

Continue to surprise us, so that, kept alert, we are always ready to receive you as Lord and to do your will.

(Donald Hilton b.1932: Lord of Surprises)

