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Introduction


In returning to school in January, we are still in the Christmas season of the Church. In the course of this term, we move with the Church right through the whole of Jesus’ life – from his birth to his death on the cross. It is therefore highly appropriate that the focus of this term is on Incarnation <-> Dignity -   that is Jesus coming among us as a human person. Through God’s creation, there is an inherent dignity about the human person. We are told in Genesis that God ‘saw all that he made and found it very good.’ Now, through the incarnation, further dignity is given to our humanity.
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So, the essence of our teaching this term focuses on God so loving the world and its people that He sent his only Son, Jesus, to live among us, the one who reveals what it is to be human, made in God’s image and likeness. Jesus, Son of God, took on himself human life, suffering and death. In the total giving of himself, he overcame sin and death. God’s gift to all people is the raising of Jesus to new life. Jesus shows us how to live life to the full. The challenge for us as Christians is to take the Incarnation seriously; to believe that following Jesus affects every aspect of our daily lives – finding God in all things. This Christian belief in the Incarnation is at the heart of our faith and forms a life-long context for us on which to reflect. This is our calling to be adult Christians. As adult Christian teachers we are called to help introduce these concepts to the hearts and minds of the pupils in our schools.

The three spring themes are developed in the light of this understanding of Incarnation. 

Community< > Local Church focuses on the people of God gathered in Christ, united in the journey of faith, in care for one another, in sharing their story and in celebration.
Relating < > Eucharist focuses on the invitation to know Jesus, to live in communion with him and with one another.
Giving < > Lent/Easter focuses on Jesus’ loving self-giving on the cross, the Father’s love that raises him to new life and the challenge to Christians to follow Jesus’ example of self –giving.
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Each term one of the themes focuses on some aspect of Church. In the Spring Term we are invited to look at the Local Church, as parish and Diocese. The children learn about the people who are the local church in the parish and Diocese. During this topic it is important to celebrate Christian Unity week exploring how other Christian denominations celebrate.
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This term the Local Church theme is explored through the topic Celebrations. In this topic there are two important feasts – Epiphany and Presentation. Returning to school near the Epiphany, the celebration of Jesus’ birth is not over. The feast of the Presentation is also linked to the Incarnation. It is said that King Canute thought the English were taking far too long over their celebration of Christmas. He decreed that these must finish on January 6th (the origins of Twelfth Night); instead of forty days later (Feb 2nd) as was the custom up to that time. Today the season of Christmastide ends on the Baptism of the Lord.
The children will be learning how celebrations are an essential and enjoyable part of life. The Church’s celebrations are community occasions when the parish family gathers together. We give thanks for special moments along life’s journey in liturgical celebrations. 
Dates to Note:
 
Jan 8th – Celebration of Epiphany 





Jan 9th - Baptism of the Lord 





Jan 18th-25th Week of prayer for Christian Unity 





Feb 2nd - Presentation

Each year this theme offers an opportunity for us to introduce the children to an aspect of the Eucharist, the Mass. Because Eucharist involves us celebrating the fact that we are people called by Jesus to share together in his life and love – symbolised in the fact that he gives us his Body and Blood – this theme is paired with the idea of relating with one another. The concept of celebration continues into this theme and is developed by it.


This term the Sacrament of Eucharist is explored through the Thanksgiving topic. The very meaning of the word ‘Eucharist’ is thanksgiving. Teaching will focus on all of the things that we can give thanks to God for in our lives and especially for God sharing life with us in the person of Jesus. The whole concept and practice of saying ‘thank you’ and being grateful to people for what they do for us, is also an important aspect of this topic. 
As well as giving thanks to God for God’s goodness and kindness to us, Eucharist is a reminder of the thanks that Jesus made to his Father at the Last Supper when he gave us the central action of what we now call Mass.

[image: image5.png]



Dates to Note:
Feb 11th – Our Lady of Lourdes




Feb 22nd – Ash Wednesday




Mar 1st – St. David 


This theme is taught during the season of Lent and as well as an opportunity to teach the children about Jesus’ death and Resurrection, and all that this means for us – redemption, forgiveness, sacrifice, the triumph of good over evil – it also affords us the opportunity to look at our own response to Jesus’ gift: - our own giving. During Lent, Christians try to be self-giving like Jesus.

In this topic children will learn that self giving is essential if individuals and relationships are to grow and develop well. Lent is the season when Christians practise both self-giving and giving up to identify with the complete self giving of Jesus which is remembered in the liturgy of Holy Week and the Easter Triduum – Holy Thursday, Good Friday, Holy Saturday, Easter Sunday). Self giving is not solely about giving up something. Ultimately its purpose is to have greater self control over our needs and wants. Contrary to the way things are often portrayed in the media, we do not have to have everything we want NOW. This is a very important basic lesson for children to learn, and to deepen their appreciation of, as they grow older. It is connected very much to Jesus ‘ own life and example in the Gospels. Jesus is so much in control of his own needs and desires that he can give up even his own life for us.

Dates to Note:
Mar 17th – St Patrick




Mar 19th – St Joseph




Mar 20th – St Cuthbert




Mar 26th – Annunciation




Apr 1st– Palm Sunday




Apr 5th - Holy Thursday




Apr 6th  – Good Friday




Apr 7th – Holy Saturday




Apr 8h – Easter Sunday

Basic question and belief for this term: 


Who am I? Dignity<-> Incarnation





Church Theme: Community <-> Local Church	Topic: Celebrations





Sacraments Theme: Relating <-> Eucharist		Topic: Thanksgiving





Christian Living Theme: Giving <-> Lent/Easter	Topic: Self-giving





Process: Search/Revelation/Response





Church Theme: Community < > Local Church 


C.D. – Church 





TOPIC: CELEBRATIONS


(Jan 3rd – Feb 3rd)             





Sacramental Theme: Relating <-> Eucharist


C.D.  - Celebration





TOPIC: THANKSGIVING


(Feb 6th – Mar 2nd)
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Christian Living Theme: Giving <-> Lent/Easter


C.D.  -  Life in Christ





TOPIC: SELF-GIVING


(March 5th – end of term)
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