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Introduction

This term the children will be reflecting on the Christian belief that the answer to the question, “Who am I?” is found through Jesus Christ. Therefore, the heart of this term is “a Person, the Person of Jesus of Nazareth, the only Son of the Father” who comes “to be our model of holiness” (CCC 457-460, 426). Jesus comes to reveal God’s love for us and to reveal our true humanity.  He comes to show us how to be fully human – in other words how to be whole and holy, and to reconcile us to ourselves, to one another and to God. This will be unpacked through the theme community - local church and the topic ‘Celebrations’.

Search

Celebrations are an essential and enjoyable part of life for people of every age and faith.  The cycle of a year and the span of a lifetime bring occasions for regular celebrations as well as unexpected surprises when people want to celebrate with their friends.

The liturgist Joseph Pieper sees ‘celebration’ or ‘keeping festival’ as an affirmation of life.  It is ‘a special time in which we affirm all of life by saying yes to part of it.’

What was the last celebration you most enjoyed and why?

(Time for reflection and sharing)

Revelation

The Church’s celebrations are community occasions. Sundays gather the parish family. It’s a time to remember all celebrations are holy and how much there was to celebrate during the week; how much there was to give thanks for. We come together recognising and remembering that God was with us in the ups and downs, the light and dark, the high and low points of our week. It’s a time to celebrate that God’s love is also made visible here and now in Jesus and in these people. Sacraments are special, privileged moments where the deepest meaning of life, which is often hidden, is brought to the level of consciousness and made explicit. They celebrate what is always and everywhere happening but seldom recognised. They take ordinary human experiences like birth, death, sickness or eating and drinking and, to the eyes of faith; they show forth the deeper meaning hidden within.

The feast of the Presentation of the Lord marks a special thanksgiving celebration for a new born son and the Church will celebrate this feast on February 2nd.

Now, there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this man was righteous and devout, looking forward to the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit rested on him.  It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord’s Messiah.  Guided by the Spirit, Simeon came into the Temple; and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him what was customary under the law, Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, saying ‘Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace, according to your word, for my eyes have seen the salvation which you have made ready in the sight of the nations; a light of revelation for the gentiles and glory for your people Israel’.  (Luke 2: 25-32)

Simeon celebrates the coming of Jesus of Nazareth – the Saviour. Have you ever recognised God’s presence in your life?

                                (a time for reflection and sharing)

Response

Into the Classroom

What and how does your school community celebrate?

Is there a special celebration you can share during this topic?

What are your ideas for display?

Consider this extract from The Directory on Children’s Masses:

‘All those concerned with education should work and plan together to ensure that the children, besides having some idea of God and the supernatural, should also, in proportion to their years and degree of maturity as persons, have some experience of those human values which are involved in Eucharistic celebration: for example, acting together as a community; exchanging greetings; the capacity to listen, to forgive and to ask for forgiveness; the expression of gratitude; the experience of symbolic actions, conviviality and festive celebration.’

How do the adult members of your school community ‘work and plan together’ to make sure your religious celebrations with the children involve the human values described?

Final Prayer

Jesus, light of the world, you revealed the love of God;

- let our lives lead others to the truth of God’s mercy.

Jesus, child of promise, Simeon had waited and prayed for your coming,

- give use patience and hope as we teach children about the presence and your Gospel.

Jesus, joy of all who seek God, Anna had given you life-long service
- we thank you for the service of those who encouraged and taught us about you.  Amen.

