Spring term 2012 Route D

Foundation: Dignity – Incarnation

     Who Am I?

Theme: Giving - Lent / Easter

BEFORE YOU BEGIN    …….
SELF-GIVING

Curriculum Directory: ‘Life in Christ’

Introduction

The third theme of the term, Giving - Lent/Easter is developed using the topic Self-Giving. You will be helping the children to appreciate how we all give and receive in different ways. They will learn that during Lent, the Christian community prepares for the celebration of Easter. They will also learn about the events of Good Friday and Easter Sunday when the total self-giving of Jesus leads to new life for the whole world. They remember the life, death and resurrection of Jesus and try to respond to the call to be more like Him and live in a more giving way.  We also remind ourselves that the journey from death to new life is inseparable from daily living.  We find God in the daily self-giving of life.

Search

Life, especially family life, or life in school, is full of opportunities for self-giving.

When children are young, parents have to do everything for them and sacrifice their own needs to those of their children.  The quality of the parents’ loving care ideally lays the foundation for their children to grow into people capable of giving love to others.

When parents are old and infirm they become dependent on their children to look after them.  So life is a cycle of being cared for and caring for others, of dependence and independence, of receiving and giving.  Self-giving is essential if individuals and relationships are to grow and develop.

Recall a time when you had to give up your own needs to help someone else.  What were the costs and rewards of your self-giving?

[Time for sharing]
Revelation
Lent is the season when Christians practise both giving and giving-up, to identify with the complete self-offering of Jesus which is remembered in the liturgy of Holy Week and the Easter Triduum (Holy Thursday, Good Friday and Holy Saturday/Easter Sunday). The Son of Man did not come to be served but to serve and to give his life as a ransom for many.  [Mark 10:45]

In his Gospel, Matthew makes it clear that in loving and caring for other people we are loving and caring for Jesus, and this care for others is the only thing by which we will be judged.

For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me.  I was naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I was in prison and you visited me.  Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry and gave you food, or thirsty and gave you something to drink?  And when was it that we saw you a stranger and welcomed you, or naked and gave you clothing?  And when was it that we saw you sick or in prison and visited you?’  And the king will answer them, ‘Truly, I tell you, as you did it to one of the least of these who are members of my family, you did it to me’.  [Matthew 25: 35-40]

What does this Scripture passage say to you about self-giving and how Christians should live today?

Response

Into the Classroom

How can your self-giving in the classroom encourage your pupils to be self-giving too?

How can pupils be helped to understand what self-giving means?

Is there a school project for giving during Lent?

What are your ideas for display?

Final Reflection

‘God so loved the world that he gave his only-begotten Son.’

He gave…

GIVING is the link, giving is the thread that runs through all the shapes and forms of love.

Without giving, there is no love between brothers, sisters, lovers, friends, or God.

When the giving stops, Love dies.

Let us pray

Lord, in the loves of my life

give me a generous, giving heart,

that I might, like a shadow, imitate the love given to me in every breath I breathe. 

Amen.

