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Introduction

The theme Relating - Eucharist further develops the understanding of the parish community, explored in the topic, ‘Celebration’. The topic, ‘Thanksgiving’ helps the children to explore the place and importance of saying thank you. They are introduced to the Eucharist as the thanksgiving of Jesus in which we share, a time to celebrate God’s presence in all of creation (symbolised by the bread and wine) and which builds up the unity of the local church and of all people with God.

Search

Saying thank you is a vital part of all our relationships – with one another and with our world. When praise and appreciation are expressed relationships grow and are strengthened.

When was the last time you were thanked? What happened and how did it make you feel?

How is gratitude expressed as part of daily life at school?

 [Pause for sharing]

Revelation

For Christians, giving thanks to God is central to life, thanking God for food, for life, for family and friends, for creation and for Christ.  In fact, the very word ‘Eucharist’ means ‘Thanksgiving’.  The Eucharist is the Christian prayer of thanksgiving for all that God gives and, most of all, for the gift of Jesus, his Son.

Have you ever wanted to thank God for anything?  How did you do it?

At the Last Supper, Jesus gave thanks to God according to the Jewish tradition, and established the covenant with all peoples through his Body and Blood.

While they were eating, he took a loaf of bread, and after blessing it he broke it, gave it to them and said, ‘Take; this is my body’.  Then he took a cup, and after giving thanks he gave it to them, and all of them drank from it.  He said to them, ‘This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many.’   (Mark 14: 22-24)

What does this Scripture passage mean to you?  Is thanking God part of your everyday life or do you sometimes take all God’s gifts for granted?

[Time for sharing]

Response

Into the Classroom

How are children thanked - not just for work they do, but for their other gifts?  How can we encourage in children a sense of gratitude for the good things in their lives?

What are your ideas for a central display – in the entrance, the hall etc.

For Prayer and Reflection

True thanking is to enjoy God.

Thanking is true understanding

of who we really are 

and so with reverence and awe we say

 ‘Give thanks to the Lord for the Lord is good’.  Amen.


