             RE Assessment for Learning - Links to the EARLY LEARNING GOALS

TOPIC: Signs and Symbols
Many illustrations from “God’s Story” 1 and “Church’s Story” 1 CD-ROMs can be used to resource this topic   

	Personal, social and emotional development 
	

	· Pupils use some stories, including those from the Bible, as a stimulus to reflect on their own feelings and experiences and explore them in various ways
	After hearing ‘Baby Elizabeth is baptised’ children could :

· Discuss/draw/role play the message
· Reflect on our own experiences of Baptism
· Draw symbols/pictures for some of the words and actions mentioned (AT 1 i) 
 Church’s Story 1 (pp.18/19)

	· Using a story as a stimulus, pupils reflect on the words and actions of characters and decide what they would have done in a similar situation
	After sharing and discussing the Key question on page 254 and discussing the content, children could
· Share what they and others have experienced of Baptism
· Draw pictures/symbols linked to the sacrament of Baptism (AT1 iii)

	· Using role-play as a stimulus, pupils talk about some of the ways in which people show love and concern for others and why this is important
	· Role-play the story of Elizabeth’s Baptism
· Ask questions to the different characters through ‘hot-seating’

 ( AT 1 iii)

	· Pupils think about issues of right and wrong and how humans help one another
	· Talk about those people in the story and what some did to help the day be special (AT 1 iii)

	Communication, language and literacy
	

	· Pupils have opportunities to respond creatively, imaginatively and meaningfully to memorable experiences
	· Celebrate our memories of Baptism through pictures, simple prayers and role play(AT 2 i)

	· Using a religious celebration as a stimulus, pupils talk about special events associated with the celebration
	· With the children, discuss the sacrament of Baptism using some of the words, phrases and symbols mentioned in the story (page 254)  (AT 1 ii)

	· Through artefacts, stories and music, pupils learn about important religious celebrations
	· Listen to some of the songs on page 255 –draw pictures to the song (AT 1 ii)
· Invite the children to bring in some photographs/artefacts from their own Baptism to share and discuss

	Knowledge and understanding of the world
	

	· Pupils ask and answer questions about religion as it occurs naturally within their everyday experience
	· Encourage the children to think about signs and symbols within their everyday life and think about what they mean.
       (AT 2 ii)

	· Pupils are able to identify a special place for prayer in the classroom
	· Throughout the topic refer to and refresh the class prayer area, using related pictures and prayers.(AT 1 ii)

	· Pupils visit the local church
	· Pupils could visit the local church to meet the priest and talk to him about Baptism and view some of the artefacts mentioned.
(AT 1 ii)

	· Pupils handle religious artefacts with curiosity and respect
	· Whilst in church the children can have opportunity to see the Baptismal font – they may sketch/draw this.                                          (AT 1 ii) 

	· Having visited a place for prayer, or the parish church, pupils learn new words associated with the place, showing respect
	· Allow the children to discuss what they heard and saw within the church. Discuss any new words or symbols and their meaning.(AT 2 ii)

	Creative development
	

	· Using religious artefacts as a stimulus, pupils think about, and express, meanings associated with the artefact
	· Using some of the artefacts from the story and some of the children’s own mementoes create a class collage/memory board. (AT 2 ii) 

	· Pupils share their own experiences and feelings, and those of others, and are supported in reflecting on them
	· Allow the children to share their own experiences of the sacrament of Baptism.(AT 2 i)
· Compose a class prayer of thanks to Jesus linked to Baptism.


*Attainment target references provide a guide as to the specific area of learning for a given task

Further suggestions for ‘Free Play’ activities and Learning Environment opportunities;

· Provide some of the songs (p.255) to listen to and materials to create a picture from what we hear.
· Provide dressing-up clothes, a doll, water and a candle for children to role-play a Baptism.
· Provide some artefacts associated with a Baptism for children to study, discuss and sketch.
· Invite the children to play a matching game whereby they match the picture/object with the correct sign, symbol or name.
· Provide a range of different signs which we use in everyday life. Have you seen them before? Where? When?

· On the playground, invite groups of children to follow a simple ‘map’ of signs  to help them reach a ‘destination’ 
· Carry out a ‘treasure hunt’ for signs within our school. Provide a sheet to locate the sign/symbol and then ‘cross’ off.
Assessment for Learning (AfL)  -             Planning Assessment Opportunities

Key Question: 
What must I do in this topic to enable pupils to achieve this level, and demonstrate understanding?
Topic:  Signs and Symbols                          Level:   One                          Year Groups: _ One
AT1(i): Beliefs, teachings and sources – Recognise some religious stories

· After reading/discussing ‘The twins are baptised’, ask the children to identify the key words, phrases and symbols which tell you it is a religious story. Explore the meaning within. 
· Refer to ‘Church’s Story 2’ (pp.32/7) as a way of visualising what the children read and hear in the story of ….. ( as the story is read children can be encouraged to identify any ‘special’ words)
AT1 (ii): Celebration and ritual – Recognise some religious signs and symbols and use some religious words and phrases
· Listening to the story, ask groups of children to make a note of the different signs and symbols within the story. Compare with each other at the end. Invite the children to draw some of these signs and symbols. Label each using a word list provided.
· Using some of the symbols of Baptism, design and make an invitation or congratulations card for a Baptism.

· Stick the Baptism pictures from God’s Story 2 (pages 33-37) onto a large sheet of paper and get pupils to name/talk about/write/scribe what they recognise.

AT1 (iii): Social and moral practices and way of life – recognise that people, because of their religion, act in a particular way
· Re-enact a Baptism as a class. Freeze frame parts of the Baptism and discuss the meaning of each.
· Talk about those involved and what it is they do (Priest, parents, Godparents)
· Hot-seat those from the story. Alternatively, interview your school priest, asking questions you may have about Baptism and its meaning to us and others.
AT2 (i):_ Engagement with their own and others’ beliefs and values – Talk about their own experiences and feelings

· Listen and talk to one another about our own experiences about Baptism – draw/write our thoughts and experiences.
· Fill in simple ‘thought bubbles’ with any pictures, symbols or words which help explain our experiences and feelings.
AT2 (ii); Engagement with questions of meaning and purpose – Say what they wonder about

· Pairs: the children can discuss what they have learned and think of questions that they may find difficult to answer – share those questions within our class ‘question box’
· Share these with the class and encourage discussion and sharing of opinion on a class ‘Wonder wall’.  
Assessment for Learning (AfL) -         Planning Assessment Opportunities
Key Question:   What must I do in this topic to enable pupils to achieve this level, and demonstrate understanding?
Topic: Signs and Symbols                           Level:   Two                         Year Groups:  Two 
AT1(i): Beliefs, teachings and sources – Retell some special stories about religious events and people

· Read/re-enact together ‘The symbols of Baptism’ and know baptism is a special event.

· Role-play the meanings and messages within the sacrament of Baptism.
       (These can be recorded through writing, drawing and Digital camera). 
AT1 (ii): Celebration and ritual – Use religious words and phrases to describe some religious actions and symbols

· Design a class glossary for the sacrament of Baptism – children can draw/write about key words, symbols and phrases and submit these for all to use.
· Design a simple guide for Year 1 or EYFS to use to understand the meaning of some of the signs and symbols used within Baptism.
· Make individual concertina books of the symbols of Baptism. In groups/pairs/individually, make a set of cards describing what happens at a Baptism. Create a game matching picture cards with text cards. Play it themselves then give the game to Year 1 to play. It could be and those who are able can put them in right order. Or there could be picture and text on each card and the activity is to sequence the actions and symbols.
· Create a cartoon strip/pp presentation to describe to the class/group what happens at baptism.
AT1(iii): Social and moral practices and way of life – Describe some ways in which religion is lived out by believers

· Discuss some of the readings on page 255, especially Psalm 34 – How can people live and be happy together?
· Through picture, symbols and/or words the children can illustrate some of the phrases/sentences from Psalm 34.
· Design a simple guide on how to be happier at home and at school.
· Some children could also illustrate parts of the ‘Our Father’ through pictures, words and symbols.
AT2 (i):_ Engagement with their own and others’ beliefs and values – Ask and respond to questions about their own & others’ experiences & feelings

· In pairs or small groups reflect on the different signs and symbols of Baptism. What do they mean to us in our own lives.

· Interview each other about our own Baptism and discuss our own and others’ experiences and feelings – ‘How does being baptised help us in our lives?’
.

AT2(ii); Engagement with questions of meaning and purpose – Ask questions about what they wonder about and realise that some of these questions are difficult to answer.

· Hold a discussion about why it is some people don’t always follow the promises of Baptism (not helping others, being unkind etc.).How might they change? What can we do to help others?
· Create an ‘I wonder about’ wall where children explore questions about the topic. These can be attached throughout the topic and reviewed each week
Assessment for Learning (AfL) -           Planning Assessment Opportunities

Key Question:                          

What must I do in this topic to enable pupils to achieve this level, and demonstrate understanding?
Topic: Signs and Symbols          Level:   Three                Year Groups:  Three/Four
Suggested Assessment Opportunities AT1: Knowledge and Understanding of:-

                                                                AT2: Reflection on Meaning of:
AT1(i): Beliefs, teachings and sources – Make links between religious stories and  beliefs 

· Having read, discussed and participated in some of the activities on page 364 the children can make links between the symbols of belonging and the Christian community.
· Write a simple guide to one or both of the sacraments, linking each of the symbols used to the meaning it has and what it represents.
AT1 (ii): Celebration and ritual – Use a developing religious vocabulary to give reasons for religious actions and symbols

· Create a simple guide or information leaflet which outlines each of the symbols used and give reasons why they are used and what for.
· Study the Renewal of baptismal promises (p.365) – using some or all of the promises gives reasons why we might make each of the promises and what they might look like in our daily lives – draw or write our thoughts and feelings. 
· Give pupils the pictures from God’s Story 3 about Baptism and Confirmation (pages 38-49). Ask them to say what is happening with reasons.

AT1 (iii): Social and moral practices and way of life – Give reasons for certain actions by believers

· Explore the sacraments of Baptism and of Confirmation. (Church’s Story pp. 30-37). Prepare some questions to ask those who have taken these sacraments – interview and record your answers.
· Explore why it is Christians are baptised and/or take the sacrament of Confirmation – design a simple guide for a younger child or for a non-Christian, giving reasons for their actions.
AT2 (i):_ Engagement with their own and others’ beliefs and values – Make links to show how feelings and beliefs affect their behaviour and that of others
· Listen to some of the songs on page 364. What are they telling us?
· Paint, draw or write about the messages within the songs.
· Link the Renewal of baptismal promises to how we can/do behave as Christians.
· Create a modern day version of these promises for other children to used, linked to their/our daily lives at home, school and within the wider community.
AT2 (ii); Engagement with questions of meaning and purpose – Compare their own and other people’s ideas about questions that are difficult to answer

· Hold a class discussion based on ‘Keeping our promises’. Why is it difficult for us and others to keep their promises to God?
· Think about what you have learned in the topic. Individually or in pairs, think of a question which you would find difficult to answer, share and discuss this with someone else.
Assessment for Learning (AfL) -                   Planning Assessment Opportunities
Key Question:                         

What must I do in this topic to enable pupils to achieve this level, and demonstrate understanding?
Topic: Signs and Symbols               Level:  Four             Year Group: Five / Six     
Suggested Assessment Opportunities                       AT1: Knowledge and Understanding of:- 

                                                                                      AT2: Reflection on Meaning of:
AT1 (i): Beliefs, teachings and sources – Describe and show understanding of religious sources, beliefs, ideas, feelings and experiences; making links between them

· Read and discuss ‘The symbols of Baptism’ and ‘The symbols of Confirmation’ (p.366/7)
· Begin to compile a list of the different symbols and formulating definitions for them.
· Produce a simple guide or leaflet describing the ways in which people participate within the two sacraments – linking the use of the different actions and symbols to how we and others lead our/their lives.
AT1 (ii): Celebration and ritual - Use religious terms to show an understanding of different liturgies

· Having read and discussed pages 366/7, create an outline/guide for  both of the sacraments, outlining what happens, when and why?(Church’s Story pp.36-49). Compare and contrast.
· Using Copymaster A, enact the Rite of Confirmation.
Design a Class liturgy for this topic, allowing children to choose and shape many of the aspects required. 
· You have been invited to be part of the school/parish Liturgy planning group. The theme for the community for the month is ‘The Lord is my Shepherd.’ Work in groups to plan three different liturgies to celebrate this theme e.g. a short school act of worship and a Liturgy of the Word for KS1 and a penitential service.

AT1 (iii): Social and moral practices and way of life – Show understanding of how religious belief shapes life 

· As a class together, have a class discussion about the various signs, symbols, words and actions linked to Baptism and Confirmation – develop a class ‘mind map’.
· In groups prepare simple guidelines for others to use outlining what the symbol/action is and how it will help us live a better life. (E.g. Chrism: ‘be sealed with the gift of the Holy Spirit’ – protected by the Holy Spirit/ a sign of belonging.)
AT2 (i): Engagement with own and others beliefs and values – Show how own and others’ decisions are informed by beliefs and values

· Using Psalm 23 (p.372) explore the meaning of the words and phrases within the passage.
· Invite groups of children to illustrate the passage through writing, drawing, song or dance. Each group share with the class their work, explaining its meaning.
· Describe to a talk partner the decisions you would make in a given situation through following the message and words of Psalm 23.
AT2 (ii): Engagement with questions of meaning and purpose – Engage with and respond to questions of life in the light of religious teaching

· Hold a class debate/discussion entitled ‘What is precious in life for Christians?’(p.369)
· Reflect on the work we have done. Write down one question which you would like to be answered. Hold a class discussion using these questions to stimulate thought.
· If you have used a ‘question box’ throughout the topic the questions could be discussed at this point.
Assessment for Learning (AfL) -           Planning Assessment Opportunities
Key Question:                          

What must I do in this topic to enable pupils to achieve this level, and demonstrate understanding?
Topic: Signs and Symbols            Level:  Five            Year Group: Five / Six (G+T)     
Suggested Assessment Opportunities                       AT1: Knowledge and Understanding of:- 

                                                                                      AT2: Reflection on Meaning of:
AT1 (i): Beliefs, teachings and sources – Identify sources of religious belief and explain how distinctive religious beliefs arise

· Invite the children to discuss different sacraments and how it is they are a special symbol because they put us in touch with the life, ministry, death and resurrection of Jesus and they point to his continued presence among us today. 
· Read and discuss Genesis 9: 12-16 – what do the words/phrases mean to you?
· Identify and record, in a way of your choice the signs of God’s presence today and the symbols of his love? (peace, beauty, nature, environment, love, happiness)
AT1 (ii): Celebration and ritual – Describe and explain the meaning and purpose of a variety of forms of worship

· Invite the children to prepare a pp presentation/digital movie on a baptism celebrated outside of mass and a confirmation liturgy within mass, exploring their meaning, symbolism, importance and the forms of worship/prayer within them.
· Work in groups to prepare a lesson input for Year 4 describing and explaining to them why and when you might use different forms of worship, for example, Confirmation Liturgy, Baptismal liturgy outside of mass and a class prayer time/liturgy on ‘Signs and Symbols’.
AT1 (iii): Social and moral practices and way of life – Identify similarities and differences between peoples’ responses to social and moral issues because of their beliefs. 

· In pairs, design and produce a PowerPoint presentation (or similar) on a topical issue, exploring the different reactions to it and suggesting reasons for the varied reaction – identify any signs or symbols in the context of the given situation. 
AT2 (i): Engagement with own and others beliefs and values –Explain what beliefs and values inspire and influence me and others 

· Using Psalm 23, think about the relevance of the words and phrases to your everyday life. 
· Write an account to reflect your thoughts and feelings. What values or messages within the passage could inspire you to live a good life? What might this look like for you and for others?
· AT2(ii): Engagement with questions of meaning and purpose – Demonstrate how religious beliefs and teaching give some explanation of the purpose and meaning of human life

· You have been asked to appear on a panel of believers and non-believers on a TV show. You have to speak for 2 minutes on how the belief in Jesus as good shepherd and the teachings expressed in Psalm 23 could give meaning and purpose to life. Write your script.

