SOME SUGGESTED ACTIVITIES FOR THE ‘VISITORS’ TOPIC
Further activities, including level 5 will be sent out for this topic after half-term
Many suggestions are given in the HIA folder. The archived material on the website may also be useful and adaptable, especially from the last Advent/Christmas topic. These additional strategies aim to focus on asking and exploring questions.
Remember to use art, pictures/posters/images, DVD clips and God’s Story at all levels.

Level 1

· Make a ‘thought bubble’ sheet or mini ‘wonder wall’ about what the children wonder about the Annunciation, Visitation and Nativity stories. 
· Draw a picture of one of the above stories. Add a thought bubble or question.
· Use finger puppets of the characters in the story. Is there anything you want to ask any of them?

Level 2 

· Use talk partners to ask each other what they wonder about the Annunciation, Visitation, Nativity stories.

· As a class or in groups, categorise their questions as in ‘Week of Wonder’ activity, i.e. difficult to answer, impossible to answer, more than one answer etc (adapt as appropriate, only two categories may be chosen. 
· ‘Stations’ game can be adapted here. Record in diagram/table/ written form as appropriate.

· ‘Hot seat’ a character in any of the above stories.

· Interview the visitors to the stable.

Level 3

· Raise the ‘I wonder….’question in any form you wish about the Advent/Christmas stories.
· Divide the class into 5 groups. Provide each group with one of the following passages each:  Use Bibles or God’s Story 3 ( or 2 for less able)


Luke 1:26-31, 38.   
Annunciation


Luke 1: 39-45.       
Visitation


Luke 2: 1-7            
Birth of Jesus


Luke 2: 8-20          
Shepherds


Matthew 2: 1-12     
Wise men
· Ask pupils to read the passage together and brainstorm together on a large sheet 
what questions they have from the story that are difficult to answer. Then each 
group sends an ‘envoy’ with the questions to another group to share them and find out what the new group came up from their passage. The envoy returns to his or her group and reports back. Continue the activity till all ideas about questions that are difficult to answer have been compared. Consolidate and record as appropriate.

· Act out any of the three stories or parts of them. Freeze frame at key moments. In groups formulate questions to ask at this point. Compare questions and ideas with other groups. What are similarities/differences?
Level 4

· Raise the ‘I wonder…..’ question in any form you wish about the Advent/Christmas stories. 
· Use the ‘community of enquiry’ strategy from the ‘philosophy for children’ methodology. (See A to Z – Practical Learning Strategies p 57 and RE Today, Exploring Puzzling Questions p 18).
This strategy depends upon pupils listening to a story, looking at a picture or watching a DVD clip, asking questions about what they see or hear. This strategy enables pupils to engage with, interpret, analyse and reflect.

For example: Use a painting of the Annunciation, Visitation, and Nativity. Or DVD clip from Miracle Maker. Or use the Scripture passages from Level 3 activity. The following structure can be adapted or varied slightly:

· The class listens to the story/ look at the image/clip.

· Pupils think of big or puzzling questions they would like to ask in the light of these religious stories or images. Or perhaps the teacher needs to model. E.g. Why was Jesus born? How does this story change lives? Did anybody know Jesus would come like this? These are recorded on the board. Discuss the quality of the questions e.g. which are the big questions of life as opposed to what did they call the shepherds or what was Mary doing when the angel came?  

· In pairs or groups, pupils select one question they would like to explore further. They are encouraged to justify or give reasons why they have selected this question. 

· The teacher scribes these questions. The whole class discusses them with a view to selecting one. Through discussion pupils recognise not all questions have a set answer on which everyone will agree. A class vote decides which question is selected.

· Explore the religious teaching which sheds light on this question. E.g. Did anybody know Jesus would come like this? can be explored through the readings given in HIA from Isaiah or the prophecy of John the Baptist. 

· The technique can be repeated in later lessons exploring different questions raised.

· An alternative might be to set up different groups looking at different questions.

· Record in a paragraph showing understanding of how religious teaching sheds light on the question.

