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JOURNAL 

OF 

VISUAL PREMISES INSPECTIONS






Statement of Intent


In the Old Testament Cain replied to God, “Am I my brother’s keeper?”(Gen 4.9) And in the New Testament we hear God’s complete answer: “A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another. By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.” (Jn 13.34ff)

We have to understand that even Health and Safety Policies for us have a scriptural and theological underpinning. They are part of our “business” as deacons, priests and bishops, as the Holy People of God. This is how we live out, day by day, the great commandment.

The Bishop and the Board of Trustees recognise that we have both a moral and a legal duty of care towards protecting the health and safety of all those Clergy, parishioners, visitors, employees, volunteers and others who may be affected by our activities and that managing health and safety is a critical function of the Diocese. 

The Bishop and the Board of Trustees will:

· Appoint a Trustee with a particular interest in Health & Safety in order to “champion” health & safety at board level.

· carry out a Diocesan Risk Profile and regularly review risk assessments to identify proportionate and pragmatic solutions to reducing risk

· communicate and consult with all Clergy, parishioners, employees, volunteers, visitors and others who may be affected by our activities on matters affecting their health and safety

· comply fully with all relevant legal requirements, codes of practice and regulations at International, National and Local levels

· eliminate risks to health and safety, where possible, through good selection and design of materials, buildings, facilities, equipment and processes

· encourage those individuals who may be affected by our activities to identify and report hazards so that we can all contribute towards improving safety

· take an overview to ensure that the Diocese only engage contractors who are able to demonstrate due regard to health & safety matters

· provide adequate resources to ensure that our Health & Safety Management system is established, implemented and maintained in order to control the health and safety risks arising from our activities




· Appoint competent persons and adequate resources to provide assistance in meeting our Health & Safety obligations

· provide adequate information, instruction, training and supervision to ensure everyone that works for us in either a paid or in a voluntary capacity are competent to undertake their roles

· provide an organisational structure that defines the responsibilities for health and safety

· regularly monitor performance and revise policies and procedures to pursue a programme of continuous improvement

The Health and Safety Policy will be reviewed annually or sooner if deemed necessary to reflect major changes to our activities, changes to legislation or as a response to serious issues raised through an audit. Any changes to the Policy will be brought to the attention of Clergy, Parishioners, Employees and Volunteers.
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Signed: 							Dated: 		29 March 2019

Name: 		Right Reverend Terence Patrick Drainey   
Bishop of Middlesbrough



Parish Priest’s Responsibilities


The Parish Priests/Parish Administrators have overall responsibility for ensuring our compliance with Health and Safety legislation within their Parish. They will ensure that:

· our Health & Safety policy is implemented and communicated effectively

· a health and safety plan of continuous improvement for the Parish is created and progress monitored

· suitable and sufficient funds, people, materials and equipment are provided to meet all health and safety requirements within the Parish

· competent persons are appointed to provide health and safety assistance and advice in the form of Parish Health & Safety Co-ordinators

· suitable and sufficient Risk Assessments are conducted and recorded for Parish maintenance, cleaning, activities and events

· an adequate system of maintenance exists and operates to keep premises, plant and work equipment in a safe condition

· statutory examinations are planned, completed and recorded

· Premises inspections are implemented and recorded

· there is regular communication and consultation with staff and volunteers on health and safety issues

· an effective training programme is established to ensure volunteers and paid workers are competent to carry out their work in a safe manner

· safe systems of work are developed and implemented

· accidents, occupational ill health and 'near miss' incidents at work are recorded, investigated and reported to the Diocesan Property Manager. Reportable Injuries, Diseases and Dangerous Occurrences (RIDDOR) events are to be reported to both the Diocesan Property Manager and the HSE.

· safety issues raised are thoroughly investigated and reported to the Diocesan Property Manager, when necessary, further effective controls implemented and communicated to members of the Parishioners and others who may be affected by our activities 





· contractors engaged are reputable, can demonstrate a good health and safety record and are made aware of relevant local health and safety rules and procedures

· effective contingency plans are in place with a designated competent person in charge of the planning and control measures for situations involving imminent danger





Statutory Inspections

These are the most usual inspections – there may be others which are applicable to your parish, eg stair lift, church bells etc. Please refer to your Compliance Guidance document for any items particular to your parish and add them into the list below


	Inspection
	Due Date
	Completion 
Date
	Frequency

	Electrical
	
	
	

	Hardwire test

	
	
	5 Years

	PAT Test

	
	
	Annual

	Emergency Lighting

	
	
	Monthly check

	3 hour discharge

	
	
	Annual

	Gas/Oil
	
	
	

	Service & Safety Inspections

	
	
	Annual

	Asbestos
	
	
	

	Condition inspection

	
	
	Annual

	Legionella
	
	
	

	Water temperature checks

	
	
	Monthly

	Lightning Conductor
	
	
	

	Safety check

	
	
	11 months
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