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	Coronavirus Risk Assessment for Priest Activities

	
This template risk assessment is intended to help you document the risk control measures you have introduced within the workplace to control the spread of coronavirus (COVID-19). It is not a Continuity Plan.

[bookmark: _heading=h.30j0zll]You must modify this risk assessment to ensure it reflects your activities and the specific risks and controls you have in place. 


	
	Date Assessed: 
	Assessed by: 


	Task/Activity: Priest duties (coronavirus)
	Review Date: Weekly (or more frequently if there is a change in guidance)
	Reference Number: 

	Activity/ Task
	Hazard/Risk
	Persons at Risk
	Controls in Place
	Severity (1-5)
	Likelihood
(1-5)
	Risk/
Priority
	Additional Controls Required

	Act of committal at crematoriums and cemeteries
	Contact with persons suffering from coronavirus
	Priest(s)

Mourners

Cemetery/
crematorium staff

	Clear documented procedure on funeral arrangements to limit the spread of the virus.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Churches are closed and not to be used.

Selected Priests are to carry out act of committal (priests in high-risk/vulnerable groups are subject to shielding/self-isolation guidance).

Observe hygiene practices, especially following contact with surfaces in crematoriums, e.g. wooden lecterns, benches, doors etc.

Observe social distancing procedures whilst at gravesides or in crematoriums as directed by crematorium and cemetery staff.
	
	
	
	Guidance and recommended risk control measures will be sourced directly from the GOV.UK website wherever possible.

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-for-care-of-the-deceased/guidance-for-care-of-the-deceased-with-suspected-or-confirmed-coronavirus-covid-19

Control measures will be revised and updated daily at 2pm when the latest government guidance is released.

	Visiting Parishioners  in the community or at hospital 
	Contact with persons who may have been exposed to coronavirus
	Priest(s)

Members of the public
	It is advised that all priests must refrain from contact with parishioners in the community unless in extreme circumstances. 

Other persons who may have been exposed to the coronavirus have been instructed by the government guidance to self-isolate.

Maintain social distancing at all times and wash hands regularly or use hand gel.
	
	
	
	Guidance and recommended risk control measures will be sourced directly from the GOV.UK website wherever possible.

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-for-businesses-on-further-social-distancing


Control measures will be revised and updated daily at 2pm when the latest government guidance is released.

	
	Contact with packages or items handled by persons who may have been exposed to coronavirus
	
	Currently low-risk nature, however it is good advice for Priests to wash down any packages when received with warm, soapy water and leave to dry naturally prior to storage.

Some dry goods not required to be used immediately may be stored for 72 hours to further reduce the likelihood of transmission.
	
	
	
	Guidance and recommended risk control measures will be sourced directly from the GOV.UK website wherever possible.

Control measures will be revised and updated daily at 2pm when the latest government guidance is released.

	
	Disposal of waste that may be contaminated by a coronavirus sufferer
	
	All waste that has been in contact with the relevant person, including used tissues, and masks if used, should be put in a plastic rubbish bag and tied when full. The plastic bag should then be placed in a second bin bag and tied. It should be put in a safe place and marked for storage for 72 hours. 
	
	
	
	

	Visiting parishioners in the community or at hospital
	Contact/exposure to coronavirus in a hospital setting leading to possible infection and spread
	Priest(s)

Patients

Hospital staff
	Priests advised to follow strict instructions of medical staff at all times whilst on hospital sites.

Any materials taken to the hospital MUST be left there before leaving the hospital, e.g. prayer sheet, anointing oil on cotton wool.

Priests to conform to hygiene standards at all times.
	
	
	
	


[bookmark: _Hlk34394528]


	Risk/Priority Indicator Key



	Severity (Consequence)
	
	RISK / PRIORITY INDICATOR MATRIX

	1. Negligible (delay only)
	
	LIKELIHOOD
	5
	5
	10
	15
	20
	25

	2. Slight (minor injury / damage / interruption)
	
	
	4
	4
	8
	12
	16
	20

	3. Moderate (lost time injury, illness, damage, lost business)
	
	
	3
	3
	6
	9
	12
	15

	4. High (major injury / damage, lost time business interruption, disablement)
	
	
	2
	2
	4
	6
	8
	10

	5. Very High (fatality / business closure)
	
	
	1
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	
	
	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	Likelihood
	
	
	SEVERITY (CONSEQUENCE)

	1. Improbable / very unlikely
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	2. Unlikely
	
	Summary
	Suggested Timeframe

	3. Even chance / may happen
	
	12-25
	High
	As soon as possible

	4. Likely
	
	6-11
	Medium
	Within the next three to six months

	5. Almost certain / imminent
	
	1-5
	Low
	Whenever viable to do so
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