[image: image1]
[image: image2.png]



STAINED GLASS WINDOWS

DIOCESAN GUIDANCE NOTES

What is stained-glass?

In its simple form, “stained-glass consists of pieces of coloured glass held together in a latticed web of lead”.
In church buildings its intended use is to:

· Create/nourish spiritual ambience

· Record sacred events, saints etc

· Reflect the artist’s vision

Early references to stained-glass in England date from the 7th century, and by the 12th century it had become a sophisticated ‘art’ form.  In the 19th century there was a serious attempt to rediscover the techniques of the mediaeval glazier.  The architect Pugin, who converted to Catholicism in 1835, expressed his passion for the gothic style and for his faith though his architecture, writings and decorative design-work. 
Conservation Considerations

Before carrying out maintenance or conservation work to stained-glass windows the following criteria should be considered and addressed:

· Stained-glass condition

· Support frame condition

· Storm glazing condition

Stained-glass condition

If the stained-glass is in reasonable condition it should remain in place and be protected during the restoration works as removal can result in further distortion and damage.
Where the stained-glass is in poor condition and distorted it should be carefully removed to appointed sub-contractors’ workshop for full restoration. 

Support frame condition

Large stained-glass panels will have simple or elaborate steelwork supports. In most cases the ‘saddle-bars’ which run horizontally will be corroded and will impact on the surrounding material in which they are embedded.  Replacement with a rounded ‘brass’ bar is often the preferred option.

Storm glazing condition

Storm glazing is a primary weather shield which should protect the decorative artwork.  Correct storm glazing should be designed and fitted in a way that prevents water penetration, lowers the temperature of the lead in the window and prevents condensation.  At installation stage the glass and leadwork can be cleaned inside and out. 
Conservation Considerations contd…

Not to be confused with secondary glazing which is generally applied internally.

Companies which provide ‘storm glazing systems’ should provide a minimum of ten years’ insurance-backed guarantees. 
A small profile metal frame should be bedded within the profile of the masonry surround in order to provide a long-term barrier to severe weather conditions.  All metal used must be of the highest quality and non-ferrous, such as aluminium or high grade stainless steel, and in order to minimise the aesthetic impact the frame should be as slim as possible. 

Local companies recommend the following composition:

· Aluminium frames which can be powder-coated

· Fixed to masonry joints with stainless steel screws and caps on a butyl based sealant

· Waterproof vents located at critical points

· 6mm clear float – optiwhite glass

The waterproof vents will avoid water marks/discolouration and condensation to the back of the storm glazing.

Insurance
Stained-glass windows are works of art, many were generously donated by wealthy parishioners and designed by well-known artists such as Harry Clarke in Ireland and Pugin in England.

Insurance renewals should identify and record expensive artworks in order to avoid any ambiguity when it comes to claims under the policy. 
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