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Dear Phil Woolas,
I am writing to ask if you could look again very carefully at the case of Anselme Noumbiwa (Home Office reference N1126839), who is due to be removed back to Cameroon on Friday lst May, by charter flight.

I am concerned that Anselme was tortured in his own country as a result of his refusal to follow customary traditions, upholding instead the Christian moral code. He gave up power and wealth when he refused to take on his father’s wives when he died. His father was the village Chief so because Anselme was deemed to have betrayed the tribal traditions, he was subjected to brutal and humiliating treatment by some of the village notables. As long as he is alive, he remains the village Chief, but because he can’t fulfil this role in the traditional way, his life would be under threat if he were returned.
The Home Office say that Anselme can safely relocate within Cameroon. However, they do not explain how his safety will be ensured. He will be at risk when the plane first arrives, attracting attention from the police and immigration officers. Returning deportees are often interrogated and detained in police cells for days at a time, until it is established who they are and what address they are going to. It is very hard to disappear without trace.
Then he will have to travel somewhere, find accommodation and a job to support himself. None of this is possible without documents. For example, if he gets to another place and wants accommodation, his landlord has to have his ID and give that information to the local police station.

It is important to understand that the influence of Anselme’s tribe extends far beyond their locality of origin. The Bamileke tribe runs the economy and they are thus able to act with impunity. Their members are to be found in prominent positions throughout  ten provinces, including in the police service, and they will certainly be actively seeking him with the aim of eliminating him. Moreover, his case has received publicity both in Cameroon and in the national press in this country. From the evidence gathered by a Cameroonian journalist, it was clear that Anselme could not live anywhere in the country. His Bishop says it will not be safe for him to go back and a police officer said that he would need money for protection for the rest of his life.
I am also concerned that there are legal matters still outstanding. As you will know, Anselme received severe ill treatment from escorts on previous attempts to remove him. There has been a great deal of confusion about whose responsibility it should be to investigate these matters, but as far as I am aware, the police are still trying to establish what exactly happened, with a view to taking action. 
 I am also concerned about the general issue of jointly organised European flights. Anselme was not given the details of the refusal of his fresh claim until after he had been arrested. Arranging such charter flights gives rise to questions about undue haste. There are barely three days in which to try to organise an injunction and there must be others in a similar plight. I presume that you will again be making use of European travel documents, with the requirement to attach valid ID. Could you explain which kind of documentation would be used in Anselme’s case? 
Moreover, it has been demonstrated through the work of various organisations, such as Amnesty International, that Cameroon is not a safe place for several categories of people.  There is increasingly a climate of lawlessness, where the police force is highly corrupt and not fulfilling its function of protecting all citizens, and there are Government spies in many organisations, all of which makes it hard to see how the Home Office can guarantee people like Anselme their human rights.
He has many friends in Stockton where he now lives. He is a stalwart church member and is very well known. All his friends are devastated that the Government is still trying to send him back to a situation where his safety cannot be in any way guaranteed. Do not condemn them to daily worry about whether he is alive or dead, and do not waste the life of such a highly principled young man. I do ask you to intervene in this case, where the perception of so many is that an injustice is being done.
