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THIRD EXTRAORDINARY GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE SYNOD OF BISHOPS: 

“Pastoral challenges of the family in the context of evangelisation”


SYNOD QUESTIONNAIRE

In October 2014, there will be a meeting of the Synod of Bishops in Rome to examine “Pastoral challenges of the family in the context of evangelisation”.  The Bishops of England and Wales have asked ordinary parishioners to respond.

BEFORE YOU BEGIN:  Please say a little about yourself so the compilers can understand how wide this consultation has been:

Place of Residence: 	.............................................................................................

Place of Worship: 	..................................................................................................

Marital Status: 	.......................................................................................................
(Married, widowed, divorced, single)

Age:    
Under 18 	▢   
18-25 		▢  
26-35 		▢   
36-45 		▢   
46-55 		▢    
56-65 		▢ 
66-75 		▢    
76-85 		▢ 
Over 85 	▢





1 The Family in Scripture and the Church’s Magisterium (official teaching):

(a) Are you aware of the Church’s teaching on the family?

Yes/No

If ‘yes’, can you indicate what aspects you are aware of:

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
		
(b) How have you come to this awareness?

	Parents
	
	Parish
	

	School
	
	Grandparents
	

	Other family
	
	Friends
	

	Resource material
	
	Other (please state)


	



2 Marriage according to ‘Natural Law’:

(a) Does ‘Natural Law’ make sense to you: 

Yes/No 
I don’t understand it
I’ve never heard of it

If ‘yes’ do you think it has influence on our society?

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………



(b) What issues do you see arising from the marriage of non-practising Catholics or non- believers in Church? 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

....…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
	    
3 The Pastoral Care of the Family in Evangelisation

(a) Are you aware of preparation for marriage in the Church?

Yes/No
Not sure

(b) Are you aware that pastoral support for married couples is available from the Church in times of crisis?

Yes/No

(c) Do you have experience of the family as a centre of Christian faith?

Yes/No

4 Pastoral Care in certain difficult marital situations 

(a) In your experience how common is cohabitation before marriage among Catholics?  

Very Common
Common 
50/50
Rare

(b) Do you know divorced and remarried Catholics?  

Yes/No




(c) How should the Church minister to divorced/remarried Catholics?

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

5 Union of people of the same sex 

Given the existence of Civil Partnerships in our country:
 
(a) How should the Church minister to people who live in these types of union?

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
	
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

(b) How should the Church minister to children within these unions?

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

6 The education of children in irregular marriages 

(a) How can the Church minister to families not in marriages recognised officially by the Church?

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

.……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….






(b)	How can the Church support them in educating their children in the ways of faith?

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

7 The openness of the married couple to life 

(a) Do you know the Church’s teaching on family planning?

Yes/No
Unaware it had any teaching

(b) Do you agree with it?
Yes/No
Some aspects (please specify):

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

..……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

8 The relationship between the family and the individual 

(a) How can family life enable the development of personal faith?

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….




(b) What family situations get in the way of a person’s relationship with Christ?

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

(c) How do crises of faith impact on family life? 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

9 Other challenges and proposals 

(a) What other issues in family life should the Synod examine? 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

If you have any further comments to make about this consultation please add them here.  If you would be happy to be contacted to clarify your responses, please add your name and contact details: telephone, mobile/email.

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….…………

Name: ....................................................................................................................

Email: ....................................................................................................................

Tel/Mob: …………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

If you are from the Middlesbrough Diocese please forward your responses to : Katherine McKeown, Diocese of Middlesbrough, Curial Office, 50a The Avenue,
Linthorpe, Middlesbrough, TS5 6QT. 
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