Papal Awards 

Information & guidelines
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Recently revised instructions have been issued from the Vatican concerning various Papal Awards. 

Applications should come in the form of a Letter of Recommendation from the Parish Priest.  They should be signed and dated by  the Parish Priest and be accompanied by a curriculum vitae of the candidates:

· Age, date & place of birth, full address of the candidate
· Profession

· Family and social standing 

· A well prepared and detailed description of the reasons for making the request.  The reasons should detail service to the Church and community over and above years of service in paid employment within the Church.
This should be sent to the Chancellor at the Curial Offices.

There should also be an indication whether any previous awards have been received by the candidates. 

For the Benmerenti Medal and Pro Ecclesia et Pontifice Cross candidates must be at least 35 and 45 years of age respectively. As a norm “graduality” should be respected: that is for each candidate first the Benemerenti Medal is asked, then the Pro Ecclesia et Pontifice with at least 10 years between passing from one grade to another. 

Papal Blessing

Information & guidance
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Papal blessings are ordered through St Paul’s in London via the Chancery.

When ordering one, please TYPE or CLEARLY PRINT the following information:

In the case of a wedding/anniversary:

FULL NAMES

DATE OF WEDDING

CHURCH OF WEDDING

In the case of an ordination/anniversary:

FULL NAME

DATE OF ORDINATION

CHURCH OF ORDINATION

If the blessing is for another category of person(s) contact the Chancery to be sure about wording.

… and enclose a cheque for £45.00 made payable to ST PAULS
