Diocese of Middlesbrough

[image: image8.png]Click on a diocese
on this map ¥





Marriage preparation guidelines
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Marriages in the diocese
· At least one of the parties wishing to wed must be Catholic – we can never marry two non-Catholics 

· Are they free to marry? If either party has been married before, be it civilly or in a religious ceremony, reference must be made to the Chancellor to ensure freedom to marry. Make no arrangements for a wedding until this has been established.
Quick reference:

Only baptised Catholics are bound by Canon Law.  Therefore, if a Catholic has married outside the Catholic Church without the necessary permissions, it is most likely that either party in that marriage can apply for a Declaration of Nullity.  The forms an information about how to go about this are on the Tribunal section of the Diocesan website.

If a non-Catholic has married a non-Catholic in a non-Catholic ceremony recognised by the state, the Church would regard that union as valid – not necessarily sacramental – but valid.  Therefore, an investigation into possible nullity would be necessary and the Tribunal should be contacted.

· All couples should meet at some point with their own Parish Priest – i.e. the parish within which they live – no matter where they attend Mass – as even if they attend your church every week they will still need the permission of their own Parish Priest.

· Marriage preparation should be conducted by the Parish Priest where the couple live – unless arrangement is made between the two priests for the celebrating priest to do so.

· If the marriage is to be conducted within the parish by an “outside” priest, the parish priest must grant him delegation by name.
· Permission for a mixed marriage (A Catholic and a baptised Christian of another denomination) is granted in this diocese by the proper parish priest [not Assistant Priest or Parish Administrator]. This is on page 2 of the Diocesan Pre-Nuptial Enquiry Form.  It cannot be granted by an assistant priest or the priest who “comes in” to celebrate the wedding.

· A dispensation for disparity of cult (A Catholic and non-baptised person) must be referred to the chancellor at the Curial Offices.  Simply tick the box on page 2 of the form and send everything in to the Chancery.
· A recent baptismal certificate (issued within the six months prior to the wedding) should be obtained for each Catholic party. 

· A baptismal certificate for non-Catholics is essential where appropriate.

· Signed affidavits of Freedom to marry should be obtained from non-Catholics (baptised and non-baptised alike).  A template for this can be found of the Tribunal section of the Diocesan website.  Also letters from their parents can be useful stating that their child has never been married.
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Marriages outside of the diocese but  within the Episcopal Conference of England and Wales

All of the above applies but over and above this, for a wedding in another diocese the papers move from one curia to the other for Testimonial Letters and the Nihil Obstat to be obtained. They should not be sent from one parish to another. 
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Canonical Form (Diocesan) 
Where a Catholic wishes to marry in a place of worship outside of the Catholic Church reference must be made to the Chancellor. All of the above mentioned papers should be sent to him for checking so that the dispensation can be granted along with the specific form requesting the dispensation.  The form can be found on the Tribunal section of the Diocesan website.  Please note permission for two Catholics to marry in a non-Catholic place of worship has to be referred to Rome and is rarely granted. Also permission to marry in a civil building will be rarely granted.

It is the responsibility of the PP where the couple are prepared for marriage to keep the marriage papers (with due reference to any permissions needed) and register the marriage. The marriage is also registered in the Curial Offices. 
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Canonical form (Extra Diocesan) 
If you are preparing a couple who wish to marry in a non-Catholic place of worship outside of the diocese, the Chancellor of this diocese grants permission only after consulting the local ordinary of the diocese where the wedding is to take place. All papers should be sent to the Chancellor in the Curial Offices at Middlesbrough but please leave enough time for consultation to take place! 
Marriages abroad
(includes Scotland and Ireland)
All of the above applies but more time for processing papers must be allowed. However, given the need for recently published baptismal certificates papers should not be sent to the Curia more than 6 months before the wedding. The papers must pass through the respective Curial Offices or the wedding will be invalid.  Everything must be written – permissions, delegations, dispensations etc. and must be clear and stamped and sealed with parish seal.
Some Chanceries are extremely strict about paperwork and will not process incomplete or inadequate paperwork. This can be very distressing and upsetting for a couple. Therefore it is essential that all paperwork be complete. 

   If in doubt contact the Chancery  
If papers are incomplete it may lead to the wedding not taking place so best to check before they are sent out.
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