DIOCESE OF MIDDLESBROUGH

NOTES OF THE 52nd MEETING OF THE

SAFEGUARDING COMMISSION HELD ON THURSDAY 6th JUNE 2019
AT THE CURIAL OFFICES AT 11.00 AM

Present:
Dr D Swiers

- Chair

Mrs A Barham

- Trustee Representative
Mrs P Bottomley MBE

- Southern Deanery Representative

Rt Rev T Drainey

- Bishop of Middlesbrough

Mrs J Gillis

- Coastal Deanery Representative
DI. D Glass

- Detective Inspector – Sex Offender Management Unit
Rt Rev Mgr Canon D C Hogan

- Canon Lawyer
Mr A McMillan

- Lay Member
In attendance:

Mr M Walker

- Safeguarding Co-ordinator

Rev P Warren

- Clergy Lead/Diocesan Solicitor

Mrs M Hunter

- Safeguarding Support Manager
Apologies:
Very Rev Canon M Bayldon

- Clergy Representative
Rev P Corcoran

- CPC Society of Mary (Marist Fathers) Affiliate Member
Ms M Carlton

- Probation Manager
Mr J McNally

- Circles of Support and Accountability
Mrs S Moloney

- Northern Deanery Representative
Ms W Shepherd 


- Independent Child Safeguarding Expert

Rt Rev T Drainey opened the meeting with a prayer.

2.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
DS welcomed everyone to the fifty second meeting of the Safeguarding Commission.  Introductions around the table were made.  A warm welcome was made to new member Mr A McMillan.
3.
MEMBERSHIP OF THE SAFEGUARDING COMMISSION

As discussed in previous meetings, it is a requirement that the membership of the Safeguarding Commission be reviewed at each meeting, confirming the Safeguarding Commission meets the statutory requirement in terms of its membership.  DS confirmed that membership is compliant.
4.
NOTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING

The notes of the meeting held on 3rd September 2018 were checked in conjunction with matters arising and then agreed as a true record.

5.
MATTERS ARISING

5.1
Safer Recruitment
MW updated the meeting on progress made where a volunteer carries out a role which does not require a DBS check but does require the taking up of references in line with employment law.  He has provided an update of this through the Ad Clerum to the Parish Priests.

6.
CHAIRMAN’S UPDATE
DS provided the meeting with a brief update of the Strategic Plan.  She highlighted that it covers the following standards:

· Governance and Resources

· Casework and Safeguarding Plans

· Training

· National Policy and Re-Checks
· Supporting Safeguarding within the Parishes

· Quality Assurance

The Commission approved the strategic plan
7.
SAFEGUARDING CO-ORDINATOR’S REPORT


CONFIDENTIAL

8.
COMMUNICATION WITH ALIGNED RELIGIOUS ORDERS
No further update.
9.
CSAS Audit – Diocese of Middlesbrough Safeguarding
DS tabled a paper with the results of the Audit carried out by the Director of CSAS.  The outcome was good with the acknowledgement of improved practices.  DS expressed thanks to the Safeguarding team as did Bishop Drainey.

9.
UPDATE FROM SAFEGUARDING COMMISSION MEMBERS

No further update.
10.
TRAINING
The annual conference for Parish Safeguarding Representatives has been arranged to take place on Saturday 16th November 2019, with the Clergy Safeguarding Study Day organised for 12th March 2020.
11.
ANY OTHER BUSINESS
11.1
External Safeguarding Scrutiny – IICSA

MW updated the meeting that the Diocese has been one of ten Dioceses selected by IICSA to submit two case files for scrutiny to the enquiry, where the case has been referred to statutory agencies.

11.2
Lourdes
MW updated the meeting on a letter issued by the NCSC to all Bishops and the Director of Lourdes, advising that all children below the age of 18 are not to attend the baths whilst in Lourdes.

11.2
New Legislation in Canon Law
DH updated the meeting of a new legislation in Canon Law which will result in significant procedural change and is looking at how cases are to be dealt with through the Council of Bishops.
12. DATE OF NEXT MEETING
Thursday 3rd October 2019 at 11:00 am in the Conference Room, The Curial Office.  
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