DIOCESE OF MIDDLESBROUGH

NOTES OF THE 53rd MEETING OF THE

SAFEGUARDING COMMISSION HELD ON THURSDAY 3rd OCTOBER 2019
AT THE CURIAL OFFICES AT 11.00 AM

Present:
Dr D Swiers

- Chair

Mrs A Barham

- Trustee Representative
Mr A McMillan

- Lay Member

Mr J McNally

- Circles of Support and Accountability
Mrs S Moloney

- Northern Deanery Representative
Ms W Shepherd 


- Independent Child Safeguarding Expert
In attendance:

Mr M Walker

- Safeguarding Co-ordinator

Rev P Warren

- Clergy Lead/Diocesan Solicitor

Mrs M Hunter

- Safeguarding Support Manager
Apologies:
Very Rev Canon M Bayldon

- Clergy Representative
Mrs P Bottomley MBE


- Southern Deanery Representative

Ms M Carlton

- Probation Manager
Mrs J Gillis

- Coastal Deanery Representative

DI. D Glass

- Detective Inspector – Sex Offender Management Unit
Rev D Hanrahan


- CPC Society of Mary (Marist Fathers) Affiliate Member

Right Rev Mgr Canon D Hogan

- Canon Lawyer
Rev P Warren opened the meeting with a prayer.

2.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
DS welcomed everyone to the fifty third meeting of the Safeguarding Commission.  Introductions around the table were made.  
3.
MEMBERSHIP OF THE SAFEGUARDING COMMISSION

As discussed in previous meetings, it is a requirement that the membership of the Safeguarding Commission be reviewed at each meeting, confirming the Safeguarding Commission meets the statutory requirement in terms of its membership.  DS confirmed that membership is compliant.
4.
NOTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING

The notes of the meeting held on 6th June 2019 were checked in conjunction with matters arising and then agreed as a true record.

5.
MATTERS ARISING

There were no matters arising.
6.
CHAIRMAN’S UPDATE
NCSC Annual Report 2018

DS updated the meeting on the NCSC Annual Report 2018 which is produced using statistics collected from every Diocese in England Wales.  She explained that next year’s report is to be published later in the year in two parts, looking at more detail.
Safeguarding Action Plan 

DS updated that the plan is in progress and on schedule.  The format of these are to be issued with the minutes.
Action:  MH

She highlighted page two, where there is an action on the Commission to produce publicity material to share with statutory agencies in order to raise awareness and noted that MW sits on the National Group looking at the development of the publications with survivors of abuse.  The reports are due to be published in spring of 2020.
Team Appraisals
DS update that the Diocese is to implement staff appraisals.  The format of this will be sent with the commission minutes if available when minutes are distributed.
7.
SAFEGUARDING CO-ORDINATOR’S REPORT
MW updated the meeting on the current status of DBS checking within the Diocese and the numbers are as follows:

· Backlog of DBS Applications



0

· PSR’s Trained on E-Bulk




98 
· Lourdes Verifiers Trained on E-Bulk


6

· Polish Mission Verifiers Trained on E-Bulk 

3
· DBS Applications Complete in the Last 12 Months

433
· DBS Applications Complete in the Last 1 Month

52
· New PSR’s to be Inducted




2
· Parish Audits Received




72 (27 complete)

· SVP Audits Received 




26 (22 complete)
· PSR’s with Diocesan E-Mail



57

MW continued to update that those PSR’s who have not signed up to Diocesan email have restricted contact due to confidentiality within emails.  Regular reminders are being issued.
8.
SAFEGUARDING CASES
CONFIDENTIAL
9.
COMMUNICATION WITH ALIGNED RELIGIOUS ORDERS
As there was no representation from the Marist order at the meeting due to illness and non-availability, there is no update.  However MW updated that he had been on contact with the Carmelite sisters at Thicket Priory regarding a possible safeguarding matter..
10.
UPDATE FROM SAFEGUARDING COMMISSION MEMBERS

AMcM updated on a possible conflict of interest where he is taking part in a parole board on 31st March 2020.  It was felt that there is no conflict, however WS who is a member of the IICSA team will raise his involvement with IICSA and the Safeguarding Commission to ascertain if there is a conflict of interest, and will then feedback.
Action:  WS
SM updated that she is now a magistrate in Durham and was unsure whether this would be a conflict of interest.  It was agreed that this role would not be regarded as a conflict.
11.
TRAINING
DS updated that the annual conference for Parish Safeguarding Representatives arranged to take place on Saturday 16th November 2019 is to be rearranged due to low numbers.  A date for rescheduling is to be agreed for the spring of 2020.
12.
ANY OTHER BUSINESS
12.1
Cumberledge Report
DW updated that a directive from the report was to include on the Diocesan website the members of the Safeguarding Commission with minutes of their meetings. This has been actioned, and minutes of the open section of the previous meeting are now uploaded.

13. DATE OF NEXT MEETING
Thursday 13th February at 11:00am, Conference Room, Curial Office
Thursday 4th June at 11:00am, Conference Room, Curial Office

Thursday 15th October at 11:00am, Conference Room, Curial Office
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